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" Lieve, lieve, sul greve aer fosco 
Suona il carme del re prigioniero ; 
Ai suoi giorni pasciuti di tosco 
II futuro traluce men nero; 
Di speranza un balen passeggero 
Dio clemente gl' invia nel martir." — pp. 7, 8. 

Another chanson is occupied with the subject, if we recollect 
aright, of one of the ancient fabliaux ; in which, the Crusader, 
Raoul de Couci, having ordered his heart after his death to be 
carried to his mistress, the messenger unfortunately falls into 
the hands of the lady's husband, who causes the said heart of 
her true knight to be regularly dressed, and served up to her, 
whether as a. pate defoie gras, or what other savoury mess, the 
minstrel doth not say. The lady's lament on the discovery, 
concludes with a stanza striking enough ; 

"Dio vincente, Tu vieni; conosco 

Questa calma foriera di morte ; 

Ecco, P alma omai libera e forte 

Ogni senso d' affanno perde. 

Oh ! nel mar del perdono infinite 

Tu ricovra uno spirto smarrito, 

Di gran pianto riscatto ti reco, 

Egli e teco, — m' accogli con Te ! " — pp. 26, 27. 

There are several other pieces, suggested by passing topics, 
executed with much grace and facility, and discovering, appar- 
ently, much skill in the management of the versification. This 
is a point, however, on which it would be perilous for a for- 
eigner to decide. But. it is obvious to any one, that there 
is a rich vein of poetic sensibility in the author, which we 
trust will not be suffered to lie neglected. We may add, 
that his turn of thinking has, to our apprehension, an air of ori- 
ginality quite pleasing, from a certain English coloring, mixed 
up with the Italian in these little pictures, and derived, no 
doubt, from his familiarity with good English models. 

The volume is very beautifully got up and printed at the 
press of the University in Cambridge, the uncommon accura- 
cy of which, in foreign languages, as well as the vernacular, 
may well be a subject of congratulation to every scholar. 



4. — The Principles of Political Economy, by Heney Vethake, 
LL. D., one of the Professors in the University of Penn- 
sylvania, a Member of the American Philosophical So- 
ciety, &c. Philadelphia : P. H. Nicklin and T. John- 
son. 8vo. pp. 415. 

Professor Vethake's treatise gives a very comprehensive 
view of the topics embraced by the science of political econo- 
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my. He arranges them in a distinct method ; and the space 
and importance assigned to each topic specifically treated of 
is, generally, in sufficiently just proportion. We say generally, 
for there are exceptions. The tariff question and banking, 
for instance, occupy very great space, owing no doubt to the 
special interest excited by these subjects at the present time. 
Other exceptions also grow out of the author's particular views 
and theories. The all-important and decisive influence of the 
national genius and habits of thinking and action, and prevalent 
maxims and principles of conduct, whereby the impulse given 
to affairs triumphs over disturbing causes from without and 
within, is not presented in its just magnitude. Where the 
concerns of a nation are conducted in a deep, strong, favorable 
current of the national energies and impulses, progress may 
be made notwithstanding the mismanagement of the sails, oars, 
and rudder. This is precisely and preeminently the case in 
the United States, where the spontaneous, productive, onward 
energies are in greater activity than in any other country. 

Though the author does not wholly overlook this part of his 
subject, he does not, it seems to us, exhibit it in sufficiently 
bold relief. Some writers on economy, as our readers are 
aware, maintain, that the natural current of industry and action 
is so precisely in the right direction, that any attempt to shape 
the course and accelerate the progress, retards the navigation ; 
in other words, that there is in every community a sort of di- 
vine, unerring, economical instinct, which is to be respected 
as sacred, and which never can be assisted by effort or sci- 
ence, the truest science being to regard it as tabooed mystery, 
not to be touched or approached without profanity. Now we 
do not find fault with Mr. Vethake, for not falling more into a 
blind worship of what is mysteriously and unintelligibly called, 
the natural state or course, that is, rest or motion, of things. To 
this he is sufficiently inclined. On the contrary, whatever the 
doctrine adopted may be, whether the writer maintains, on the 
one hand, that all the beautiful fabric of civilized society is a 
spontaneous growth from the instincts and unguided and un- 
assisted propensions of individuals, and that any attempt to 
direct or stimulate these instinctive tendencies only embar- 
rasses them ; — or, on the other hand, that all that civilized 
man is, and does, and has, is artificial, forced, invented, the 
result of design, of nature working according to art and 
science ; that the artificial state of man is his natural state ; 
and that, in regard to economy as well as morals, there is no 
possibility of the Let me alone policy, in the extreme sense, 
since the not doing is as positive an act, and fraught with as 
positive consequences as the doing, and that all the acts and 
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neglects of the legislature, the judiciary, the executive, the po- 
lice, the municipal corporations, the religious, charitable, com- 
mercial, agricultural and economical, scientific and literary asso- 
ciations, have a direct or remote, and never remitting influence 
upon the productive faculties and economical well-being of the 
community ; — whichever of these general views a writer on 
economy may adopt, it is incumbent on him to go on and trace 
out the operation of the causes, whether originating in instinct 
or reason, in the conduct of individuals, or combinations of 
men, or governments, and show how they bear upon the general 
welfare. Now we apprehend that it will be found, that, what 
are sometimes in a loose phraseology called the moral causes, 
that is, the character, in other words, habits, opinions, maxims, 
principles of action, prejudices, tastes, antipathies, and predi- 
lections, of the inhabitants of a country, will have a powerful, 
and usually a predominating influence upon the general wel- 
fare. Here is the power, the steam if you please, on which 
the whole progress depends ; and the functions of the fireman 
and engineer, are no less essential than those of the pilot 
and the captain. The pilot may carry you out of the course, or 
run you aground ; but if he direct the helm so as to preserve 
the course, it will be to no purpose, unless the propelling 
power is maintained. Now in economy, it is the great pro- 
pelling power, the individual, national man, that has been too 
little considered; and, though Mr. Vethake has given him more 
attention than a majority of authors on the same subject, still 
he occupies too little space. 

Mr. Vethake adopts many of the leading free-trade doc- 
trines, and the whole of the argument, which he considers to 
be a demonstration. He, however, dissents from the dogmas 
of the straitest sect in some particulars. He is in favor of 
duties on imports sufficient to give stability to the national in- 
dustry, so that it may not be alternately established and broken 
up on the succession of war and peace ; and he thinks, if a 
discrimination is made in levying duties, it ought to be so 
made, as to favor the production of articles of necessity and 
for national defence. He also thinks literature and science 
should be encouraged. This is opening a common ground, 
from which the tariff party, and the free-trade party, may 
start; and, such a common ground being once established, the 
animosity between the two parties will soon cease, though they 
should not precisely agree. This is a most desirable result, 
no less for the quiet and welfare of the country, than for the 
progress of political economy. 

Again, on the subject of the poor-laws, Mr. Vethake dissents 
from the school with which he most generally coincides in 
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doctrine, their creed being, that all compulsory provision for 
the poor is radically and totally pernicious. They eulogize 
private charity, and of course mendicity, the school of vice 
and crimes, and the most baneful canker of a community. The 
practical doctrine of this school is, that only the humane shall be 
saddled with the support of the distressed. Mr. Vethake thinks 
some public provision may be expedient, though with an appar- 
ently hesitating deference to the shallow dogma just mentioned, 
which grew out of the abuses in the administration of the Eng- 
lish poor-laws. It is the usual effect of a flagrant public abuse, 
when once detected, to give rise to a very extravagant, and 
often absurd, opinion in the opposite direction. 

We began to note what appeared to us to be erroneous or 
inconsistent positions and doctrines of the author, for the pur- 
pose of expressing our dissent in noticing the work ; but our list 
swelled too fast. Many of these are the common-place standard 
forms of words, that float down the dull current of political 
economy again and again, with each successive explorer of this 
Niger of the sciences ; such as, that a regulation of govern- 
ment cannot create capital, but only divert it from one course 
to another; that the capital of a country is a fixed quantity ; 
that the value of the circulating medium, whether greater or 
less in quantity, and whatever in kind, always bears a certain 
proportion to the whole capital of the community ; that popu- 
lation has a natural tendency to increase more rapidly than 
food and clothing ; that banks can expand, that is, augment, 
circulating medium at pleasure, though Mr. Vethake says, not 
indefinitely ; that facility of credit is identical with augmenta- 
tion of the amount of currency; that one employment is as use- 
ful to the community as another ; that there is a natural period 
for introducing the useful arts into a community. Most of 
these will be esteemed to be obviously erroneous, we think ; 
some will hesitate at the first, namely, that a legislative act 
cannot, create capital, which seems plausible and is often re- 
peated, and yet clearly erroneous ; for not only legislative acts, 
but the judicial administration of the laws, the invention of a 
useful machine, and a thousand other influences that work 
through the community, create capital by increasing or giving 
greater effect to industry. 

There are not wanting inconsistencies in the positions and 
doctrines ; the most glaring of which is, the condemnation of 
government bills of credit, or what used to be called continen- 
tal money, and yet very much extolling the Sub-treasury pro- 
ject. It is palpable, that a treasury bank, and a treasury circu- 
lating medium, is nothing more nor less than government paper 
money. And no doctrine is better settled, than that govern- 

vol. xlvii. — no. c. 32 



250 Geology of Massachusetts. [July, 

ment paper money is by all means to be eschewed, as long 
as the wind can be raised in any other way. Mr. Vethake's 
notions upon this subject shake our confidence in his conclu- 
sions generally. 



5. — 1. Report »n a Reexamination of the Economical Geology 
of Massachusetts. By Edward Hitchcock, Professor 
of Chemistry and Natural History in Amherst College. 
Boston : Dutton & Wentworth. 8vo. pp. 139. 
2. Reports of the Commissioners on the Zoological Survey 
of the State. Boston : Dutton & Wentworth. 8vo. 
pp. 107. 

In the month of April, of the last year, nearly at the close 
of a long session, a resolve was passed, and an appropriation 
made by the Legislature of Massachusetts, for the continuation 
of the Geological Survey of the State, and for a Botanical and 
Zoological Survey. The general object, as expressed, not 
very definitely, in the resolve, was the agricultural benefit of 
the State. The special object of the continuance of the Geo- 
logical Survey was the discovery of coal, marl, and ores, and 
the analysis of the soils. This part of the work was therefore 
committed to the eminent geologist, whose " Report on the 
Geology of Massachusetts " has been so long and so favorably 
known.* It is executed in such a manner as might have been 
expected, from the practical good sense and scientific habits of 
Professor Hitchcock. Abandoning, after a great number of 
unsatisfactory trials, the modes of analysis that have been in 
use since the time of Sir Humphrey Davy, and which have 
been felt, probably, by nearly all who have used them, to fall 
far short of the ends in view in the analysis of soils, Professor 
Hitchcock adopted methods, the object of which was to ascer- 
tain the amount of soluble or insoluble geine in the soils ; that 
is, the amount of "decomposed organic matter " existing in 
the soil, in such a state as to be directly absorbed by plants, 
or to be absorbed after being combined with the alkaline earths, 
alumina, or the metallic oxides, and acted on by air and 
moisture. For these methods of analysis Professor Hitchcock 
gives credit to Dr. Dana, of Lowell, to whose practical skill 
and experience they are almost entirely due. We venture to 
predict, that the striking and original observations of Dr. Dana, 
upon the substance and action of geine, and his clear and sim- 

* For a notice of that work, see JVortA American Review, Vol. XLII. 
pp. 423 et seq. 



